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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
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October 3, 1994 OCT -., 5 1994

The Honorable Charles W. Stenholm
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Stenholm:

Thank you for your fax on behalf of Jack W. Dieken, Sheriff, County of Taylor,
regarding the Commission's Billed Party Preference (BPP) proceeding. On May 19, 1994,
the Commission adopted a Further Notice of Proposed Rulernakina in this proceeding. I
have enclosed a copy of the Further Notice and press release accompanying it for your
information.

The Further Notice sets forth a detailed costlbenefit analysis of BPP. This analysis
indicates, based on the available data, that the benefits of BPP to consumers would exceed its
costs. The Further Notice seeks comment on this analysis and asks interested parties to
supplement the record concerning the costs and benefits of BPP. The Further Notice also
invites parties to recommend alternatives to BPP that could produce many of the same
benefits at a lower cost.

The Further Notice also explicitly seeks comment on whether correctional facility
telephones should be exempt if BPP is adopted. Specifically, the Further Notice seeks
additional information on the effectiveness and costs of controlling fraud originating on
inmate lines with or without BPP. The Further Notice also seeks comment on a proposal to
exempt prison telephones from BPP if the operator service provider adheres to rate ceilings
for inmate oalJ.iDl, services.
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BPI"" '",. ..... tude prison officials from blocking or limiting inmate calls to
specific ..- IS in order to prevent threatening and harassing calls. Moreover,
BPP would ". the ability of prison officials to limit inmates to collect calling or to
program telephone equipment at the prison site to block certain numbers.
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TbaJIIt-)IGll,foryQUr interest in this proceeding. I can assure you that the Commission
will carefully ....nripe aU of the comments submitted in response to the Further Notice,
including additional empirical data regarding the costs and benefits of implementing BPP and
the impact of BPP on telephone service from correctional facilities.

Kathleen M.H. Wallman
Chief
Common Carrier Bureau

Enclosures
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County Of Taylor
Abilene, Texas

JACK W. DIEKEN, Sheriff
450 Pecan Street
Abilene, Texas 79602-1692
June 28, 1994

Hon. Reed E. Hundt
Federal CommUDicalioas Commission
1919 M, Strcct, N. W.
WashinglO11. D.C. 20554

Phone Number
(915) 814-1300

ite: tSl1Jed~. fretereIlce~ CC IJodcet 92·17

Dear Mr. Hundl and Members oftbe ColDIDisIion:

It has been broulhl to my attention that the Billed PIny PrefereDce (BPP) propoIaI wiD SOOIl.=.:.-~....".....
before 1M Commission for consideration. Please be aware lbat I vigorously oppose BPP for .' ._
~; . . . I
I. I am continually irrirattd by federal imervention and comrols over local mana,ement issues.
particularly how to run and select the telephone system UMd in this Coury's Adult .DeI.eadon Center
(Jail). The revenue gdlenllCd by inmate pbone calls is used to belp pay for pro8J8lllS aDd equipment and
supplies which are p~idcd to inmates at no additional tax burdeDs to local ta"( ..~'etS. In csscnce.
criminals ~. for what they wear and use wbi1c in jail. This is as it sbouId be. Criminal. prey on the
fortunes of the honest. workill8 person anticipatin. thu it e:auabl the same penoIlS upon wholD they pre~'

will defray the COl[ of the cri.miaal's iDc:arc:eration. BPP 81 I underIWId it wW.. t1Us IIIiliIy away from
local Sheriffs aDd uansfer the COIl 10 IoeaI tax~.

2. BPP will take away securiIy IIICIIU1'IS whic:b pclBjIiI.admiailUlton·tO blOck mjwre aDd-
unwanted c:alls ... by inmatl$ to vicI.iIu.~ cd!ked" juNr't. a.uM. _ 1 leU you
inmates abuse and ctisnIpl evay•. S)'SIeIR with which dIcy comt ill 001I- IniWra~ ..-.auture
"ithin our 1OdIt1. Innu"etI"cIeJiIbliJI dtQIlDVtD1iDI rules aDd pRI _._fIl iL If
you~-. )'CIQwiU_~y a valuable tool incorporated ia cumat i pboaI sysrems. We
wo~.~ II)jIiI'IiIIcI~ &om unwanted. uNOiieiled teiIpboDI calls from iDlD8la.

:tc~,ii6.._k::_";- ,"'~

I feel:"" """:,_ jailldlrdnistralon are in the best poIitloa to know what phorle sy1IeIR aDd whBt
p 'ill ary to operate a proper jail function than some federal ap~' in WashilJlton,. D.C.
ReguJatioaa be adnrinillCRd at the lowest level of jOVelDDlCDt poIIlble not the hipea.

I strongly oppose the BPP issue and I request that it be defeated.

Thank ~'ou for your consideration,

~ Si ly.

i)~

: Sberitr
I

"'ScekIRI Excellence in Law Enforcement Throuah Education aDd TraiDilt2."
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Mr. ReedE. Hundt
June 28. 1994
Page 2
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Senator Phil Gramm
SeDalOl Bill Sims
Iupraem.au\'e Bob Hunter
Inmate Phone Service Providers Task Force


